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the Judgment-seat. He treated it lightly at first, but
when after a few days he fell ill of a fever, his spirits
gave way; and though he was revived by the surrender
of the town, and an offer of peace from the Moors, he
died on the thirtieth day from the summons, when his
attendants had left him asleep on his couch, on the
17th of September, 1312. The Spaniards distinguish
him as Don Fernando elEmplazado, or the summoned.
He was only twenty-eight years old, and his son
Alfonso XI. was but two ; and after a few struggles
the old queen, Maria the Great, resumed the govern-
ment of Castille.

The Granadine Moors were a turbulent race, always
dangerous to their sovereign; and when Al Nassir's
vizier was too despotic to please them, they demanded
his dismissal. When the king refused, his sister's son,
Ismael Ben Farady, headed a revolt and besieged him
in the Alhamra. He sent to ask aid from Castille.,
and Don Pedro set forth to his assistance, but came
too late, for he had already been forced to surrender,
and had resigned his throne and retired to Cadiz.
Thenceforth there was a divided interest between the
lines of Al Hamar and Farady.

Pedro continued his friend, and sent him a present of
provisions with so large an escort, that Ismael's sus-
picions being aroused, he sent troops to intercept it.
They were beaten off with severe loss, and Pedro con-
tinued to make forays on the Moorish dominions,
surprising and taking many lesser forts, and at last,
with his brother Juan, appearing beneath the very
walls of the Alhamra. The spirit of the Moors was
aroused ; Ismael reproached them with their supine-
ness which had allowed the Christians to make so